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WELCOME BACK TO
WATCH HILL

STORY MEGAN DUNN   |   PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

A beautiful picture from the 
road and waterway, Watch Hill, 
with its Victorian-styled exterior, 
is a bright pop of colour at 
the mouth of Southampton’s 
Saugeen River. The home was 
first featured in OUR HOMES 10 
years ago, and its new owners 
have given the welcoming home 
a refresh and transformed it into 
a bed and breakfast. 

TOP LEFT: Thoughtfully designed and positioned on the lot to 
optimize views all around, the cheerful yellow siding and large 
front veranda offer a grand yet warm welcome to guests. Garden 
beds and plantings perfectly suit the setting by Ground Effects 
Landscapes. LEFT: Designer Carla Pavlov of CR Designs (standing) 
with homeowners Sue Carruthers and Richard Lee in the sun-
drenched living room. 
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The living room is a breath of fresh air with 
trim and panel details in Benjamin Moore’s 
Decorator’s White and walls in Ice Milk. The 
space was thoughtfully designed and outfitted 
for comfort, style, and an assortment of 
entertaining options.  

Continued on page 34
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Watch Hill had been a longtime love affair 
for homeowner Sue Carruthers. Smitten 
with the home, she always made a point to 
drive past, and when it became available, Sue 
and her partner Richard Lee put an offer on 
the home. Shortly after, they contacted local 
interior design professional and friend Carla 
Pavlov of CR Designs.

“I started with Carla before we got the 
house, and we talked about whether the house 
could become something different,” says Sue, 
who remembers picking light paint colours 
and light fixtures, as well as prioritizing 
sitting areas, early in the renovation phase. 
The home had a Victorian flair with pine floors 
and ceilings and bold colours that didn’t quite 
fit the style that Sue envisioned for a B&B. 
Sue knew she wanted Watch Hill to emulate 
a “beach house feel” and thus began two years 
of renovations.

“I didn’t understand that you could take 
what was built to be Victorian and give it a 
different flavour,” says Sue who credits Carla 
with having a great vision.

TOP RIGHT: In the evening, light reflects through the 
crystal fixtures, which adds an element of occasion 
to the dining experience. Floral arrangement by 
Serendipity Florals. RIGHT: A formal table scape with 
barely there crystal glassware and decorative accents 
allows the light to dance and play. FAR RIGHT: A 
classic black double door set with arch-top transom 
and unique privacy glass design separates two 
distinct outdoor seating areas, offerings guests the 
option to dine or recline.

A painted tin ceiling, 
an apron-front sink and 
mirror glass backsplash 
give the kitchen a modern 
farmhouse feel.

“The area that is most important is usually 
what people see when they first enter your 
home,” says Carla. An immediate impression 
is created in the entrance way (recently 
modernized by Upright Construction) 
with a focal point light fixture that introduces 
a metallic “bling” theme that resonates 
throughout the home – including cupboard 
pulls in the shape of diamonds (Martin’s 

Home Hardware), sconces, light fixtures, 
and a mirror mosaic strip backsplash in the 
kitchen from Complete Flooring. The 
convergence of styles lends a modern twist 
to the traditional structure of the home. 
“When I’m designing a home, I try and repeat 
throughout, so it has a really nice flow to it,” 
explains Carla. Although the entranceway 
keeps the original cherry hardwood flooring, 

Continued on page 36
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the pine in the living room has been replaced 
and brightened with durable 18-inch-square 
porcelain tiles (Complete Flooring), which 
then flows throughout the majority of the 
main level. The living room boasts lovely 
architectural elements, such as wainscotting, 
large windows and a high coffered ceiling. 
The minimalistic design approach is achieved 
with Benjamin Moore’s Decorator’s White 
in a pearl trim finish and Sue’s contemporary 
Roche Bobois Parisian furniture. A grand 
piano and modern light fixture take centre 
stage in the three-sided window nook at the 
front of the home.

In the dining room, the metallic accents are 
showcased through optical pieces, including 

a statement mirror, sconces and two central 
light fixtures that produce crystal light-
beams. The glass table has built-in leaves to 
handle many guests and more Roche Bobois 
furniture creates a bold and modern look. 

The uplifting yellow tone continues into 
the hallway where a deep closet was converted 
into a convenient – and bold – coffee station 
and butler’s pantry. For ease of access, 
Carla advises that “if you’re going to have a 
pantry that’s really deep, you need to outfit 
it with drawers.”

A cosy area to enjoy a coffee or simply sit 
and relax next to a wall of windows (complete 
with remote control blinds from Martin’s 
Home Hardware) is another aspect Sue and 

A secret stairway that leads to 
Sue’s bright and airy home off ice is 
concealed within the wal l panel ling. 

Carla both felt important to incorporate. 
Swivel chairs, coffee table and end tables 
from Thompson Brothers Furniture Ltd., 
a sofa bed from Little’s Furniture Ltd., 
hand-blown lamps, hand-woven footstools 
imported from India and an area rug from 
Turkey and sourced at CR Designs, a sound 
bar and 55-inch wall-mount TV from 
Advanced Technologies create a relaxed 
vibe in the busy spot. Butter-hued cabinets 
painted by Owen Lee Construction 
contrast nicely with the dark, natural soap-
stone countertop that features drain-board 
grooves at the sink for water runoff – a handy 
aspect to the modern design of the home. 
Mirrored switch plate covers from Owen 
Sound Glass Service are a new addition to 
match the mirror mosaic backsplash.

TOP LEFT: The foyer’s transformation 
included painting the pine ceiling white 
and installing a new statement chandelier 
as well as giving the railing and spindles 
a fresh but classic look in black and 
white. TOP RIGHT: A comfortable 
seating area right off the kitchen is 
finished with soft furnishings and accents 
in soothing colours suggestive of the 
sand and the sea. ABOVE: Sue’s office 
houses interesting features beyond the 
walls and furniture: unique sculptures, 
fascinating books, and many personal and 
professional accomplishments.

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• Advanced Technologies • Bath & Taps • Carol Norris Photography • CR 

Designs • Complete Flooring • Devitt Uttley & Company (original builders) 

• EMS Plumbing Services • Ground Effects Landscapes • Kuehl Electric 

• Little’s Furniture • Martin’s Home Hardware • Owen Lee Construction 

• Owen Sound Glass Service • Serendipity Florals • Shawn Corrigan & Sons 

Carpentry • Square Deal Neil’s • Thompson Brothers Furniture Ltd. • Upright 

Construction • VanDolders • Window & Door Centre

Continued on page 38
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Three upstairs bedrooms are named after 
landmarks that can be seen from each suite in 
the bed and breakfast. The Chantry Room is 
aptly named after the famed Chantry Island 
Lighthouse; it has a soft femininity to it, 
and features a sunny reading nook with an 
enviable view. Antique oil lamps flatter the 
original fireplace that has been updated with a 
white pearl finish. The oil lamps continue into 
the en suite that features flecks of iridescent 
pink in the shower tiling. 

The Huron Room offers a view of the 
lake and is a statement with red, stagecoach 
valances (CR Designs). Attached is the 
newly refurbished en suite by Shawn 
Corrigan & Sons Carpentry that features 
a pebbled heated shower (Kuehl Electric, 
EMS Plumbing Services), and waterfall 
faucet in the bathtub that is mirrored in 

ABOVE: A three-sided 
glass-enclosed shower 
stands in the centre of a 
newly added en suite in The 
Saugeen Room. TOP RIGHT: 
A blue velvet tufted bench 
with lucite legs is the perfect 
perch. RIGHT: Each suite has 
its own unique flavour (The 
Huron Room is accented 
with rich pops of red) but 
they are all painted in 
Benjamin Moore's Whisper, 
a perfectly soothing hue 
to induce a good night’s 
rest. FAR RIGHT: The 
built-in cabinetry in The 
Huron Room en suite 
showcases a modern design 
aesthetic and provides 
the latest in amenities. Art 
by Carol Norris from The 
Light House Photo Gallery 
in Southampton. 

Continued on page 40

We have everything you need to live  
comfortably and enjoy your home.

236 High Street, Southampton
519-797-3645  |  www.martins.ca

OUTDOOR FURNITURE • SPAS • GRILLS • ACCENTS
PAINT • DECORATING • WINDOW COVERINGS • KITCHEN  

s u m m e r  h o u r s

Mon. to Sat. 10am-6pm and Sunday 12am-4pm

Southampton Town Hall, 201 High Street, Southampton
519.797.5068  |  artgallerysouthampton@gmail.com

southamptonartgallery.com

“Local artists producing one of a kind works of art 
in a world of mass production.”
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other bathrooms throughout the home (Bath & Taps). Wave your 
hand under the sink for the lights to shine while resting your feet on a 
recycled wool carpet that mimics the stones of the beach. An additional 
cabinet hides a second mirror and electric station that creates a 
functional shared space.

The “secret room” accessed through a hidden wall panel has 
been transformed into a bright oasis, with five coats of white paint 
overtaking the once pine walls and ceiling. Now Sue’s home office, the 
space is the perfect brightness for Sue to raise orchids, which she plans 
to place in every room of the B&B for guests to enjoy.

Homeowners Sue and Richard are thrilled with the transformation 
and are grateful that Carla gave them the courage to go through with 
the renovations. They are excited that Watch Hill is now a public place 
“dressed for company” and they look forward to welcoming guests to 
share in their delight.   OH

TOP: The Chantry Room is traditionally styled in pale blue hues with soft 
pastel pink accents, antique light fixtures, rich wood furniture, a detailed 
iron bed and a scalloped drapery valance that frames the entrance to the 
reading nook. ABOVE: In the en suite, another vintage light fixture lends 
character and charm to the space. LEFT: A timeless and classic wooden 
sleigh bed offers a view to the Saugeen River. All beds are adorned with 
high end linens through CR Designs.

When refreshing 
a space, you don’t 
have to get rid 
of everything. 
The armoire 
continues to add 
a nice richness to 
the room. Before

POSTECH GREY BRUCE 
grey-bruce@postech-foundations.com
519-924-0050 | postech-foundations.com

If quality & comfort matters 
...come in and see us !

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

F U R N I T U R E

Made in U.S.A.

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905    sinclairtv@bmts.com      www.squaredealneils.ca

Large enough to serve you, small enough to care! 

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S
TV AND APPLIANCES
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